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collective action in Dale City. Today, the orga-
nization’s purpose is to represent the interests 
of the residents of Dale City in a manner that 
benefits the entire community. Members do 
this with robust beautification efforts, land use 
advocacy and volunteer responses to commu-
nity needs. 

The Association hosts an annual awards 
banquet to honor individuals and organizations 
that show an exceptional devotion to their 
community and public service. It is my honor 
to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the 
names of the recipients of the 2012 Dale City 
Civic Association Community Awards: 

High School Teacher of the Year: Ingrid 
Hoffman Perry; 

Middle School Teacher of the Year: Mary 
Lynn Thurman; 

Elementary School Teacher of the Year: 
Margie Norman; 

John D. Jenkins Youth Citizen of the Year: 
Donald E. Jones, Jr.; 

Dale City Youth Environmental and Con-
servation Award: Ann Nguyen; 

Kathie Feeney Nurse of the Year: Rosey 
Espiritu; 

Prince William County Police Department, 
Police Officer of the Year: Officer David C. 
McKeown; 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Officer 
of the Year: Lieutenant Christopher Gardner, 
Jr.; 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Emer-
gency Medical Service Provider of the Year: 
Technician Danielle Miller; 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Fire-
fighter of the Year: Technician Tinashe Banda; 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, ‘‘Sec-
ond to None’’ Volunteer Community Servant 
Award: Irene Dell; 

Prince William County Department of Fire 
and Rescue, Firefighter of the Year: Captain 
Steve Barr; 

Prince William County Department of Fire 
and Rescue, Emergency Medical Service Pro-
vider of the Year: Lieutenant Leif Ericson; 

Deputy Sheriff of the Year: Deputy Jack 
Richards; 

Catherine Spellane Citizen of the Year: 
Ellen Carleton; 

Kathleen K. Seefeldt Community Service 
Award: Jo-Ellen Benson; 

Ernestine S. Jenkins Lifetime Volunteer 
Award: Janice Carr; and 

Business of the Year: Amici’s Restaurante. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in commending the winners of the 2012 
Dale City Civic Association Community 
Awards for their dedication to building and 
maintaining a healthy community. Each recipi-
ent has made a tangible imprint on Dale City, 
and, with these awards, we hope to show 
them that their contributions have not gone 
unnoticed. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,491,983,252,196.46. We’ve 
added $4,865,106,203,283.33 to our debt in 3 
years. This is debt our Nation, our economy, 
and our children could have avoided with a 
balanced budget amendment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2012 OFFICERS 
OF THE OCCOQUAN WOODBRIDGE 
LORTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 2012 Officers of the 
Occoquan Woodbridge Lorton Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

The 2012 officers and members of the 
board of directors are taking leadership roles 
in one of Northern Virginia’s longest standing 
volunteer fire departments. The O.W.L. Volun-
teer Fire Department was created to address 
the need for organized fire response capabili-
ties in the growing suburbs of Northern Vir-
ginia. In 1938, the Department officially formed 
to become the only fire department between 
Fredericksburg and Alexandria. In the subse-
quent decades O.W.L. has expanded to staff 
three stations and provide emergency medical 
services. 

The members of O.W.L. are dedicated com-
munity volunteers, and the 2012 officers and 
directors will be diligent stewards of this tradi-
tion of service. The 250 active O.W.L. mem-
bers answer 14,000 calls and serve 60,000 
people each year. Their job is demanding and 
the hours are long, but these brave men and 
women are driven by their dedication to public 
safety and the communities that they serve. 
We would all do well to follow their example. 

I congratulate and commend the following 
2012 incoming officers: 

Department Chief: James F. McAllister; 
Fire Assistant Chiefs: Karl F. Fippinger, 

Wayne A. Haight, David S. Halman, John M. 
McGovern III, and Richard C. Slusher; 

EMS Assistant Chief: Edward A. Craig; 
Fire Captains: Kurt E. Bolland, Steven R. 

Godin, Michael Nazionale, and Brian J. Smith, 
David P. Williams, and Justin W. Witt; 

EMS Captain: Richard T. Ruggieri; 
Fire Lieutenants: Jonathan W. Baldwin, 

Robert L. Brown, Mark A. Chandler, Jon R. 
Colpitts, Joshua Culp, Ernie M. Firkin Jr., Har-
old F. Griffith, Jamieson H. Jewett, Alexander 
R. Moody, Richard P. Moore, Derick N. Ondra, 
and John M. Roberts; 

EMS Lieutenants: Tara S. Gallant, Tammy 
L. Hill, James M. McCue, Scott A. Schneider, 
Kelly Shaw, and Cynthia M. Young; 

Executive Vice President: Ronald D. Miller; 
Admin Vice Presidents: William L. Carter, 

Michael W. Clark, Henry J. Neyhouse, and 
George W. Smith; 

Membership Secretary: Melissa L. Payne; 
Treasurer: George J. Nazionale, Jr.; 
Election Officer: Valoree A. Brown; 
Sergeant at Arms: Timothy S. VanDeusen; 
Board of Directors: Jonathan D. Karnbach, 

Thomas S. Sullivan, and Lenny G. Peters Jr.; 
New Life Members: James F. McAllister, Jo-

seph J. Zarkauskas Jr., Derek D. Dove, and 
Phillip L. Hughes Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating these remarkable volun-

teers on their new positions and in thanking all 
members of the Occoquan Woodbridge Lorton 
Volunteer Fire Department for the vital service 
they provide to the Prince William community. 
Stay safe. 

f 

HONORING PATRICIA SMITH OF 
LEBANON ON HER RETIREMENT 
FROM THE FARM SERVICE 
AGENCY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my heartiest congratulations and 
thanks to Patricia Smith of Lebanon for her 
more than three decades of service to farmers 
in eastern Connecticut. This past December, 
Pat retired after 31 years of working for the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service 
Agency’s Connecticut office. 

After graduating from Norwich Free Acad-
emy, Pat began working at the Groton Sub 
Base. She later worked in Boston at the Naval 
Shipyards, a rural letter carrier in Lebanon, 
Connecticut and also at the Social Security of-
fice in Willimantic, Connecticut. Always a dedi-
cated public servant, Pat worked hard to serve 
the people of eastern Connecticut in her var-
ious capacities. In 1980, Pat was hired by cur-
rent Connecticut Farm Service Agency Execu-
tive Director Marsha Jette to serve as a Pro-
gram Technician assisting farmers in eastern 
Connecticut. 

Pat’s experience as a herdswoman on her 
brother Nathan R. Cushman’s farm gave her 
the hands-on experience she needed to pro-
vide dedicated and timely service to her fellow 
farmers. At the time she began working for 
USDA in 1980, Pat also milked 16–20 Brown 
Swiss cows that she kept at her residence that 
belonged to her and her daughter Julie who 
was actively involved in the 4–H program. 

Pat’s dedication to her work never wavered 
despite the challenging times dairy farmers 
and others in Connecticut faced during her 
three decades at USDA. While Pat’s retire-
ment has left a void that will not easily be 
filled at the Farm Service Agency office, she 
continues her service through volunteer efforts 
at the New London County Farm Service 
Agency office. Always the dedicated public 
servant, Pat Smith’s experience and care for 
her fellow farmers will be sorely missed as 
she moves from full time work to volunteering 
for farmers in Connecticut. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Pat on her 
retirement and wish her well in her continued 
efforts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRINCE WILLIAM 
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TEACHERS WHO HAVE ACHIEVED 
NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFI-
CATION 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 21 Prince William County 
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